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Minutes of the Annual Parish Council meeting held on Monday 13" July 2026 at Dunchurch
Community Library commencing at 7pm

Councillors Present: Cllr Gary Sly (Chair), Cllr Pete Warren, Cllr Ann Coomber, Cllr Matthew
Camilleri and Cllr Nigel Champken-Woods.

District Councillors Present: Cllr Jill Simpson-Vince sent apologies.

Staff Present: C Ondeng — (Clerk & RFO)

Six members of the public were in attendance including the Police and Crime Commissioner.
Coventry Road:

Aresident raised concerns regarding recent verge and kerbing works, parking issues and
pedestrian safety on Coventry Road. The Council agreed to contact Warwickshire County Council
regarding kerbing completion and potential parking restrictions.

Action: Clerk to contact Warwickshire County Council.

Community Parking Proposal:

Tom Costello raised concerns regarding school parking and proposed exploring a community car
park. The matter will be added to the September 2026 agenda.

Actions:

e Tom Costello to circulate supporting information.
e Clerkto add item to September agenda.

Parish Council Administration:
Aresident raised queries regarding website publication of statutory documents.

The Clerk provided responses and confirmed that outstanding matters would be addressed.

26.078 Apologies
Cllr Matthew Vaughan, Cllr Howie Marsh, Cllr Cara Martin and Cllr lan Grogan.
Resolved to accept the apologies.

26.079 Co-Option of a Parish Councillor.



Two candidates applied to be co-opted: Keith Stokes and Veronica Lowe. Neither candidate
was present at the meeting.

Method of voting was by show of hands.

Votes:

Keith Stokes 2

Veronica Lowe 3

Resolved: to co-opt Veronica Lowe as councillor for Dunchurch Parish Council.

Note: As Veronica Lowe was not present at the meeting, she will sign her Declaration of
Acceptance of office at the September meeting.

Action: Contact Veronica Lowe to confirm co-option.

26.080 Declarations of Interests and Dispensations.
There were none.

26.081 Approval of the Minutes of the Dunchurch Parish Council Ordinary Meeting of 8th June
2026.
Resolved that the minutes be accepted. Minutes for the Extra Ordinary meeting to be
approved in the September meeting.

26.082 Reports from Rugby Borough Councillors and Warwickshire County Councillors.
Cllr Jill Simpson Vince reported via email that she and Cllir Dale Keeling had met with Severn
Trent regarding the pipe bursts and communication on the meeting outcome will be
forwarded to the Council.

26.083 Clerk’s Report of Activities including any appropriate correspondence.
Clerk’s Report was noted.

26.084 To consider new planning applications and review planning decisions that have been
determined.

a) Reference: R26/0598 YE OLDE SCHOOL, THE SQUARE, DUNCHURCH, RUGBY, CVv22
6NU

For: Variation of condition 2 of R25/0436 - (Proposed replacement garage with side
extension). Changes to roof finish.
Resolved: No objection.

b) Reference: R26/0602 36, Rugby Road, Dunchurch, Rugby, CV22 6PN
For: Proposed two-storey rear and single storey side/rear extensions and alterations
Resolved: No objection.

c) Determined Plans:
Query raised whether determined applications need to be on agenda every month.
Confirmed - when Rugby Borough Council sends notification of determined
applications, the Council could choose to have these listed.



Hazardous Substances Application
Status: Received after agenda publication deadline - not on this agenda.
Action: Clerk applied for an extension on deadline.

26.085 Confirmation of all Portfolio Holders.
Portfolio holder roles have not yet firmed up despite discussion at the May and June
meetings. Prepared handwritten note suggesting possible portfolio allocations based on
previous minutes and discussions was circulated at the meeting.
This item was deferred to the next council meeting.
Resolved: Clerk to send email to all councillors with proposed portfolio list for volunteer
nominations. Portfolio holders will be expected to provide brief updates.

26.086 Speeding, dangerous driving and traffic in the parish.
Afull report will be provided in the September meeting.
Village Square closure consultation: Businesses in the square received consultation
notices from Rugby Borough Council regarding proposed closure.

Next step: Await feedback deadline information and follow what happens next.
Action: Clerk to check consultation deadline for village square closure feedback.
Action: Clerk to ensure Parish Council response submitted to consultation.

26.087 To obtain an update on Tritax.
The Clerk advised that a request for an update had been sent to Tritex; however, no response
had been received by the date of the meeting.

26.088 Update to the following:

a) Update on Lime tree sucker trimming by WCC on Southam Road.

Cllr Warren reported that Warwickshire County Council had confirmed the works are
carried out by Rugby Borough Council on behalf of the WCC Forestry Team. A follow-up
email was sent to Richard Haycock on 7 July and subsequently forwarded to Rugby
Borough Council.

Status: Awaiting response. Pavement currently blocked.
Action: Clerk to send a chase email to the Rugby Borough Council.
b) Update on Bus shelter quotes.

The Council noted that one quotation had been received, with a second quotation
expected following a contractor visit. It was agreed that a third quotation should be
obtained and that all three quotations would be presented to the September 2026
meeting for consideration and a decision.

c) Update from WCC on grass verge mowing outside the Thatchings.



g)

Status: The Clerk has contacted Warwickshire County Council regarding grass cutting
and verge maintenance. Aresponse is still awaited, and a request has been made for
the timetable of the Council's scheduled maintenance visits to Dunchurch.

Update on lights in St Peter’s Churchyard.

The Council noted that the issue had been resolved. The power cut on 19 March,
caused by a planned National Grid interruption, had reset the timer system. The lights
are now functioning correctly.

Status: Closed.
Update on damage caused by pipe bursts from Severn Trent.

Cllr Jill Simpson-Vince and Cllr Dale Keeling met with Severn Trent earlier in the month.
The agreed outcome was for Severn Trent to reinstate the area to its condition prior to
the works. Further details will be provided in the September meeting.

Discuss list of trees planted on Parish Council-owned land as minuted in EGM.

The Council discussed the importance of identifying trees located on Parish Council
land for asset register and maintenance purposes. Four trees have been identified to
date.

Resolved: Cllr Warren and the Clerk work together to compile a complete list of trees
on Parish Council land.

The Council noted that the previous resolution is to identify and add trees on Parish
Council land to the asset register.

Discuss possible watering of trees on Stocks Green by FODS or local residents.

Update (Cllr Warren):

The Council noted that the two replacement trees on Stocks Green require regular
watering during hot weather. Cllr Warren has been filling the watering bags; however,
they require refilling again.

It was agreed to approach Friends of Dunchurch (FoDs) to include the trees within their
watering routine. Tom Costello offered to assist with watering in the interim.

Actions:
e Cllr Warren to contact Sue Turner/FoDs regarding watering arrangements.
e Tom Costello to water the trees in the interim.

Outside Tap:
The Council noted the difficulty in accessing water for the trees due to the lack of an
outside tap at the library.

Resolved: The Clerk to instruct a plumber to increase the water pressure to the outside
tap.



26.089

h) Mention the two new Oak Trees on the Heath in planted in memory of Mike Judge MBE.

i) Update (Cllr Warren):
The Council noted that two oak trees had been planted on The Heath on the day of the
Dunchurch Fete by the Festival Committee and Phil Freeman as a memorial to the late
Mike Judge. Plagues have been installed in his memory.

j) The Festival Committee, through Rob Collins, is coordinating the watering of the trees. It

was noted that, due to the time of year and hot weather conditions, the trees will require
regular watering to support establishment.

k) Action: Noted for information; the trees are being cared for by the Festival
Committee/Rob Collins.

To consider the purchase of Christmas trees for the Parish and any actions that need to
be agreed.

The Council discussed arrangements for the 2026 Christmas tree scheme. It was noted
that Cllr Martin had agreed to continue coordinating the scheme. Members considered
ways to improve business participation and the administration of contributions. The option
of artificial Christmas trees was also discussed and will be considered further if
appropriate.

It was agreed that Cllr Martin would present a report to the September meeting with
proposals for the 2026 scheme, including recommendations for improving the contribution
process.

Actions:

a) To present areport and proposals to the September meeting.
b) To review the process for business contributions, including formal letters and
payment deadlines.

26.090 Play Rangers summer holiday contract and the Youth services offer for the summer

26.091

holidays.

Update (Cllr Coomber):

The Council noted the Play Rangers' proposal to provide a summer holiday scheme in place
of undelivered sessions at no additional cost. The Clerk confirmed that Play Rangers have
been approved to use the library on Thursdays from 4.00 pm, with due regard to other
library users, and that the Community Hub Officer has been informed.

The provision for older young people (In Track) remains under consideration and will be
brought back to the September meeting.

Actions: Play Rangers proposals and costs to be reported to the September meeting.

Action plan created after each DPC meeting as agreed in May DPC meeting.

The Council noted that an action plan has been produced and circulated to Councillors as
an appendix following each meeting, in accordance with the resolution made in May.



The publication of the action plan on the Parish Council website was considered. It was
agreed that the current arrangement would continue, with the action plan being circulated
to Councillors as an appendix after each meeting.

Action: Clerk to continue circulating the action plan to Councillors following each meeting.

26.092 Proposalfor a Finance Sub-Committee.

The Council considered a proposal from Cllr Coomber to establish a Finance Working
Group to support the Finance Portfolio Holder and review financial matters before making
recommendations to Full Council.

It was agreed that the proposal should be deferred to the September 2026 meeting to
enable Cllr Marsh to be present for the discussion.

Resolved: To defer consideration of the Finance Working Group to the September 2026
meeting.

Actions:

a) Cllr Coomber to prepare a brief written outline of the proposed Finance Working
Group.

b) Clerktoinclude the item on the September 2026 agenda.

26.093 Finance and administration.

a) To considerinvoices and payments received
A query regarding two HMRC payments dated 17 June was clarified. The payments
related to separate periods, with one being delayed from a previous period. No
duplicate payment had been made.
Resolved.

b) Authorise payments
Resolved.

c) Toreview the finance report
Council resolved to approve the finance report.

d) To consider a grant request from the Cricket Club amounting to £5000

The Council considered a grant request from Dunchurch Cricket Club for essential
equipment and maintenance items. Members raised queries regarding eligibility,
local membership and fundraising activities.

Resolved: To defer consideration of the request to the September 2026 meeting
and invite a representative from Dunchurch Cricket Club to present further
information.

Action: Clerk to invite a representative from Dunchurch Cricket Club to attend the
September meeting.

e) Toreview and adopt the Publication Scheme.



Resolved to adopt the Publication Scheme.
f) Toreview and adopt the IT policy

The Council reviewed the IT Policy and noted that guidance relating to WhatsApp
use is covered within the separate Social Media Policy.

Resolved: The IT Policy was adopted as circulated.

g) Toreview and adopt a Cash Handling Policy (new)
Decision: Adopt Cash Handling Policy as circulated

Resolved

h) To receive the Internal Auditor’s Report.

Resolved.

Finance Report 30" June 2026

Balance brought forward £61,466.65
Payments to 30" June 2026
01/06/2026 Bee Clean £316.80
10/06/2026 Nicholas P Bance £100.00
10/06/2026 Gavin Callard £160.00
10/06/2026 Warwickshire CC £263.56
10/06/2026 Warwickshire CC £516.89
10/06/2026 |S Computers £589.00
10/06/2026 A P Beevor £672.00
10/06/2026 Darren Styles £860.40
10/06/2026 Window Concepts £3,099.30
17/06/2026 HMRC £743.51
24/06/2026 NEST £139.58
29/06/2026 Water Plus £53.22
30/06/2026 P Camilleri I
30/06/2026 HMRC £743.51
30/06/2026 C Ondeng e
£10,357.10
Cash atHand: £115.18
£189.56

£304.74



Income:

CCLA £257.88
£257.88
Co-operative Bank £51,322.73
CCLA £80,000.00
Scottish Widows £65,000.00
Skipton £85,000.00
Balance (c/f): £281,322.73

Payments for approval:

Jo Phillips Banners 50% £117
WALC 1764 £1,081.00
Warwickshire CC 10446724 £92.81
EDGE 39525 £228.80
Warwickshire CC 10447845 £100.71
EDGE 39249 (Contract) £678.00
Warwickshire CC 10445218 £263.56
Darren Styles Invoice £922.50
Darren Styles Invoice Expenses £34.90
P Camilleri Exp 04880 Sub £100

P Camilleri Exp MS Office/Crafts £46.15
Infinity Electrical Church Lights £108.00
Warwickshire CC 10448425 £129.33

Guest Speaker - Police and Crime Commissioner for Warwickshire

The Police and Crime Commissioner (PCC) attended by invitation to update Parish Council

on policing priorities and answer questions.
This report can be found on the Council website.

26.094 Private Session

Under Section 1, Sub-Section 2 of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and in
view of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted, it was felt advisable in
the public interest, if members of the public were present during the consideration of such
business, there would be a disclosure to them of exempt information that the public be
temporarily excluded and they are instructed to withdraw. A resolution is required at the
meeting for items to be discussed in Private Session.

Staffing matters were discussed.



The next Dunchurch Parish Council meeting will be held on Monday, 14th September 2026
at 7:00pm at Dunchurch Library.

The meeting was forced to close at 20.51hrs.

Signed: Chairperson Date:



